           BLACK WOMEN’S FESTIVAL OF ARTS and CULTURE
                                                        Including Bios below
1. May 29, 2009 Evening Opening Reception @ The Winnipeg Winter Club (6 p.m - 8:30 p.m): Attendance Maximum: 200
The Congress will host a meet and greet evening to kick off the festival which will include cultural background music by a musician or musical group prior to the full day of the festival. Festival passes @ $30 each will include the reception (Children $15). There will be a formal introduction to the Festival and special recognition of the performer and any displays which may be present at the evening kick off. 
 
Music will be provided by Jennifer Nembhardt on the steel pan
Jennifer is a local musician and artist. She has experience playing the piano, the steel drums, the flute and keyboards. Jennifer has also had the pleasure of performing in three continents for large and small audiences; in concerts, cafes and private homes. Jennifer has been playing the steel drums for the past 15 years. She also taught steel drum classes and conducted workshops on the “History and Development of Steel Drums as a Musical Instrument “for people of all ages. Currently Jennifer teaches an extra –curricular course in steel drums at Andrew Mynarski Junior High School. She also arranges steel drum music and performs solo and with a local steel pan ensemble. During the daytime, Jennifer works in community Outreach.
Other musicians  to be confirmed

2. May 30, 2009 Full day Program@ The Winnipeg Winter Club (9:30  a.m- 4:00  p.m) Attendance Maximum: 200
There will be participation by artists (writers and film makers) invited by the Congress to present their contribution to creative writing and film. This will illustrate black women’s contribution to the Arts and Culture in Manitoba’s communities.

We will be giving opportunities to community members who are involved or interested in the creative writing and film. These women may or may not have had an opportunity to publish their work or show their contribution toward local writing and films to the wider community. 

 PROGRAM

A. Poetry reading and creative writing by 6 local community members/Artists ( # includes the film maker) will commence at 10 a.m. after a brief introduction and welcome to the attendees:
There will be readings of their own work by the following writers: 
Nia Dechausay
 Nia was born in the Netherland Antilles and lived in Dominica for a few years before relocating to Canada. She’s an educator, a writer, poet, director and owner of Nia’s literacy and Educational Services. Nia’s poems have been published in Kola Magazine and a number of newspapers in the Caribbean and Canada. She taught Creative Writing for River East Transcona School Division’s Continuing Education Program. She is a graduate of Concordia University, Montreal, Quebec. Nia has received a number of awards ,recognition for her contribution to education, as well as recognition for outstanding leadership in the community. She has written book reviews for the Winnipeg Free Press, and   facilitates workshops on Effective Communication, Creative Writing, and Behavior Management; Nia is a member of “Nia and Friends” a group of poets in Winnipeg, Manitoba, and is the author of “What’s A Memory?”

Beatrice Archer Watson  
Beatrice was born in Guyana, South America, a country of exceptional natural beauty. At the conclusion of her Secondary education, she worked for the Ministry of Information where she managed the production of books, posters and pamphlets regarding gov’t. policies and programs. When she came to Canada, she attended the University of Manitoba and obtained a Bachelor of Arts degree in Anthropology. Also completed a Graduate Course in Feminist Anthropology.

She holds a Diploma in Radio, Television and Journalism Arts from Lambton College of Arts Technology and a Diploma of Visual Arts from International Correspondence School. Her knowledge is also enriched by a Diploma in Industrial Relations and Social Services plus a Management Development for Women Certificate from U of M. These varied credentials have blessed her with many skills, some of which I will share with you now. 

Madeline Coopsammy 

As a poet and award-winning short story writer, Madeline’s work has been published in Journals and Anthologies in Canada and the United States, including a Norton Anthology. Born in Trinidad, West Indies, she did her first degree at Delhi University, on a Government of India scholarship. She holds Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Education from the University of Manitoba.  Her Poetry collection, Prairie Journey, links the Caribbean and the Prairie experience. Madeline was on the Board of the Immigrant Women’s Association of Manitoba and the Equality in Education committee of the Manitoba Teachers’ Society. She has promoted Caribbean Literature for many years at the Folklorama pavilions.          
 Pauline Nembhard
Pauline’s interest in learning all about the Jamaican language (incorrectly called the Jamaican patois by many) began in the late 1960s at the University of the West Indies in Jamaica. As a student pursuing a B.A ( Hons) degree in Spanish, she selected a course of studies in “ Caribbean Creole Languages” as her minor. This began an exciting and fascinating search into the language created by her ancestors. Pauline immigrated to Winnipeg in 1970 where she was eager and willing to share with Jamaicans and others in the city, the history and the language itself. Over the past 30 years she has shared the language with all ages; in classrooms, at banquets and other social gatherings. She has submitted stories ,riddles and proverbs in the Jamaican language ( with translation) for publication . She has also traced the original words back to the original language that influenced the creation of the word in the Jamaican Creole.
 Antoinette Zloty
Antoinette was born in Vauxhall, Christ Church, Barbados, Antoinette Zloty immigrated to Canada with her family on November 24, 1968. Antoinette Zloty is a Consultant with Manitoba Health and Healthy Living. She completed a Bachelor of Social Work degree in 1977 and a Master of Social Work degree in 1985.Mother of two, she creates poetry and short stories for her own pleasure and the enjoyment of her family. She enjoys the Caribbean Sea, the sun and the warmth of Barbados and its people but also finds great beauty and derives a lot of pleasure in Canada and its people. Her work is a mixture of poetry, fiction and non fiction writing.
 B. School Aged Children’s Program ( 9;30-4) (simultaneously with the above and 
          continuing after children’s lunch): 
There will be a children’s activity room where school aged children can do activities such as story telling, reading, creative writing and crafts under the supervision of children’s program leaders selected by the Congress. A short film children’s film which was written produced or directed by a black women or youth will be shown and the children will have a chance to discuss the film. 

Children’s Program Leaders

Natasha Zloty is in U 1 at the University of Manitoba. She is a graduate of Balmoral Hall School and a past volunteer with Youth in Philanthropy and The Manitoba Museum in the Children’s summer camp. She is an avid Equestrian and a 2008 winner of a Congress of Black Women’s Scholarship.
Alex Campbell is a first year Engineering student at the University of Manitoba.
She has participated in many activities and is also a recent graduate of Balmoral Hall School.

Mavis McLaren is a member of the congress who has dedicated a lot of her time to educating children.

Gabrielle Nowakoski is in Grade 11 at St. John’s Ravenscourt School
C  Break/ Lunch (12-1)
A light lunch will be provided with the cost covered by participants passes at the festival since there will only be a nominal fee for tickets in order to encourage participation. Heritage music will be provided by a local musician chosen by the Congress to provide some cultural background music in the evening on May 29th and on May 30th during the luncheon.

D. Film Presentation (1p.m -2 p.m) 

                        Barbara James

E. Panel Presentation (2 p.m -3 p.m followed by 3p.m- 4 p,m wrap up):

A panel discussion will take place in the following the film on the topic of how black women currently contribute and how they can increase their contribution to the Art and culture in Manitoba. 
Joy Loewen has experience as a broadcaster, producer and trainer in the Canadian film and television industry. She was the acquisitions manager responsible for programming and scheduling movies, documentaries, lifestyle series and shorts on WTN. Joy negotiated acquisition and pre-license agreements on behalf of the network in addition to producing several seasons of an international fashion series, In Fashion.  Prior to joining NSI, she was an associate producer at CBC Television responsible for developing and producing regional programs. Joy also manages the NSI StoryTellers Directors training and previously co-coordinated NSI Pitch Your TV Project 360! at the 2006 & 2007 Banff World Television Festival. 

Winston Washington Moxam has been working in the film industry for 18 years. After graduating from the film production program at Confederation College, Winston worked for the N.F.B, the C.B.C and various production companies as a production assistant, assistant director and assistant editor. In 1990 Winston wrote, produced and directed his first documentary called “From the Other Side”, an expose on minorities living on the streets of Toronto. It was later broadcast on Vision TV.

In 1992, Winston returned to Winnipeg where he wrote, produced and directed numerous films and videos. In 2001 Winston released his first feature film “Barbara James”, a character study into the life and times of an eccentric pregnant woman.

“Barbara James” went on to be premiered at various film festivals throughout the world
 and has received several awards including best Canadian Feature Film and actress at the 2002 Black Film and Video REEL film awards. In 2003 “Barbara James” was nominated for best first feature at the Pan African Film Festival.   

Currently Winston is working on completing his second feature film, “Billy” a drama about a 94 year old Black man who recounts the story of his eventful life as a photographer in Northern Manitoba.  

Winston is also writing a feature length script called "When I Grow Too Old to Dream", the story of an African Canadian family living near Winnipeg in 1952. 

