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CONSTITUTION

The Congress of Black Women of Canada – Manitoba Chapter is a non-profit organization whose aims and objectives are:

· To provide a network of solidarity for Black Women in Manitoba, and to be a united voice in the defence and extension of Human Rights and Liberties for Black Women in Manitoba.

· To foster a climate in which it is acceptable for Black Women to openly examine issues which affect them and their families.

· To provide a dynamic forum for Black Women in Manitoba to discuss the issues that are relevant to them, and to recommend solutions for constructive change.
· To plan and implement a program of service and action geared to the needs of Black Women in Manitoba.

· To encourage the education and development of Black Women and to familiarize them with the educational systems and institutions so that Black Women and their children can advance.

The Congress of Black Women of Canada – Manitoba Chapter was inaugurated on March 8th, 1982, and is affiliated with the Congress of Black Women of Canada.

The Bylaws of the Congress of Black Women of Canada adopted April 11th, 1982.

Board of Directors:
Beryl Jones
- President

Antoinette Simms
- Vice President

Lisa Hackett
- Secretary

Esme Hope
- Treasure

Rachel Holder
- Membership

Deloris McFariane
}
Fay Cole
}
- Social

June James
- Program

Dorothy Barrett
- Publicity
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BYLAWS

Article
1.
Be it enacted and it is hereby enacted that the name of the organization is



THE CONGRESS OF BLACK WOMEN – MANITOBA CHAPTER INC. hereinafter called the Congress.

Article
2.
The head office of the Congress shall be in the City of Winnipeg, Province of Manitoba and at such places as the Directors of the Congress
may decide.

Article
3.
MEMBERSHIP

3:1
Membership of the Congress is open to all Black Women, sixteen (16) years and over and to individuals who closely identify with and are in agreement with aims and objectives of the Congress.


3:2
The Board of Directors shall have discretion to accept or reject any application for membership subject to a review by members at any general meeting of the Congress.


3:3
Membership fees are due in April of each year.


3:4
Upon recommendation of the Board of Directors, a member may be expelled from the Congress by a majority vote of member at any general meeting.  No member shall be expelled without being notified of the charge and complaint against her, and without being given an opportunity to be heard by the Board at a meeting called for that purpose.


3:5
Any member who fails to pay membership fee within the calendar year shall automatically loose membership in the Congress.

Article
4.
FISCAL YEAR


One fiscal year of the Congress shall be from April 1st to March 30th in each year.
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Article
5.
MEETINGS

5:1
General meetings are held on the second week in each month, except during July and August.


5:2
The Annual General Meeting shall be held within 30 days after the end of the fiscal year.  Notice of meeting shall be given fourteen (14) days prior to the meeting.



The regular business of the Annual General Meeting shall be:

i) Adoption of minutes of previous Annual General Meeting.

ii) Presidents Report.

iii) Reports of Chairpersons/Committees.

iv) Auditors Report.

v) Election of officers and members of the Board is held every second year.

vi) Other business.


5:3
Questions arising at any meeting of the Congress shall be decided by a majority vote.  In the case of an equality of votes, the Chairperson shall have a second vote.  In the event the second vote results in equality of the votes, the resolution is lost.


5:4
The quorum for transactions of business at any general / Annual General Meeting shall be 33% of the number of members.


5:5
Every member shall be entitled to one vote at an Annual General Meeting.  No voting by proxy will be permitted.


5:6
Parliamentary rules of procedure, as set forth in Roberts Rule of Order, shall be followed in the conduct of all meetings of the Congress.

5:7
The Board of Directors, or any ten (10) members of the Congress may, upon written notice to the President, call a general meeting of the council for any purpose which should be clearly defined.  It is the responsibility of the Board of Directors to ensure that seven (7) days notice of such a meeting be given to every member of the Congress.
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Article 6.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

6:1
The affairs of the Congress shall be managed by a Board of Directors, each having one (1) vote and of the sixty percent (60%) shall constitute
a quorum.


6:2
The Board of Directors consists of ten (10) members who shall be in good standing of the Congress.  President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasure and five (5) Directors at large, with the responsibilities as Social Convenor, Membership, Program and Publicity, and the Regional representative to the National Council.


6:3
A Director shall hold office for two (2) years, following her election.  The Directors shall be eligible for re-election at the Annual General Meeting
of members.


6:4
Vacancies on the Board of Directors shall be filled by the Board provided each such appointment will be ratified at the next general meeting, by member’s president.  Should a Director be appointed to fill a vacancy, her office will terminate at the next election.

6:5
No individual shall hold the position of Present, Vice-President, Secretary or Treasure for more than two (2) consecutive terms.

6:6
The Directors of the Congress shall serve without remuneration and
no Director shall directly or indirectly receive any profit from her position as such.


6:7
The office of Director shall be automatically vacated:

i) If by notice, in writing to the Congress, the Director resigns her office.
ii) If at any general meeting of the Congress, three fifths (3/5) of the members present so decide that the Director should be removed from office.

iii) If the Director misses three (3) consecutive Executive meetings without due cause.
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Article
7.
GENERAL RULES OF DIRECTORS

7:1
The Directors of the Congress shall be responsible for the general and active management of the Congress, co-ordination of the work of the Congress, and for carrying out the policies and directives of the Congress as determined at the general meetings.


7:2
The Board shall take steps as they deem requisite to enable the Congress to receive donations and benefits for the purpose of furthering the objects of the Congress.


7:3
The Board of Directors cannot authorize non-routine expenditures over $500.00 without authority from a general meeting of the membership.

Article
8.
SPECIFIC DUTIES OF OFFICERS

8:1
The President shall be chief executive officer of the Congress.  She shall preside at all meetings of the Congress and the Board of Directors, she shall see that all orders and resolutions of the Board are carried in effect; she shall be a non-voting member of all committees, she will prepare and submit to members at the Annual General Meeting, a statement and report of the preceding year, for its approval.


8:2
The Vice-President shall act in the absence of disability of the President and shall perform such other duties as prescribed by the President or the Board.  Should both the President and Vice-President be disabled, the performance of their powers and duties shall be delegated by the chairperson appointed by the Board.


8:3
The Secretary shall attend all sessions of the Board, and all meetings of members, and act as a clerk and record all votes and minutes of the proceedings in the books to be kept for that purpose.  She shall give or cause to be given notice of all meetings of the members and of the Board and shall perform such other duties as prescribed by the Board and …........................
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Article
8
SPECIFIC DUTIES OF OFFICERS (… continued)

8:4
The Treasure shall be responsible for the custody of the Congress funds and securities and for the keeping of a full and accurate account of receipts and disbursements in books belonging to the Council.  She shall deposit or cause to be deposited all monies and other valuable effects in the name and to the credit of the Congress, and at such depositories as may be directed by the Board of Directors from time to time.  The accounts maintained and such depository shall be in the name of the Congress of Black Women – Manitoba Chapter Inc., she shall render to the President and Directors at a regular meeting of the Board, or wherever they require it, an account of all transactions as Treasure, and of the financial position of the Congress.  She shall be designated as one of the signing officers of the Congress in any financial transactions.  She shall keep an inventory of the Congress assets.


8:5
The Social Convenor shall be responsible for carrying out the social activities of the Congress.


8:6
The Membership Director shall be responsible for keeping an up to date and permanent register of all members of the Congress.  She shall issue membership cards bearing her signature and that of the President; she shall maintain a separate register which will be available to the National Council.


8:7
The Program Director shall be responsible for the initiation and implementation of all programs related to general advancement, education and orientation re: employment trends and social action of and for members.


8:8
The Publicity Director shall be responsible for publicizing and promoting all meetings, social and program activities organized by the Congress.


8:9
The Regional Representative shall be responsible for insuring that the Board of Directors and Chapter members are kept informed of all current business, reports and activities of the National Council.
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Article
9.
In all cases of death, resignations, retirement or removal from office of a Director, all books, papers, vouchers, money, and other property of whatever kind in her possession or under her control, belonging to the Congress, shall be delivered to the Board of Directors.

Article
10
STANDING COMMITTEES

10:1
The following shall be standing committees of the Congress:

i) Finance

ii) Membership
iii) Social

iv) Program

v) Publicity.


10:2
The Chairperson of the standing committees is the Board of Director holding the respective portfolio.


10:3
The members of the committee shall be selected by the chairperson, in consultation with the Board.

Article
11.
NOMINATING COMMITTEE

11:1
The nominating committee shall consist of three (3) members.  One (1) member of the nominating committee shall be appointed from the Board and shall be chairperson of the committee; two (2) members of the nominating committee shall be elected by the members at a general meeting.


11:2
The nominating committee may invite from the members, nominations to be considered by the committee.


11:3
It shall be the duty of the nominating committee to recommend to the Annual General Meeting candidates to fill vacancies of the Board of Directors.

11:4
Further nominations may be allowed from the floor of the Annual General Meeting.
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Article
12.
ELECTIONS – VOTING

12:1
Each Board of Directors should be elected by a simple majority vote of the members’ president at the Annual General Meeting.


12:2
There shall be no voting by proxy.

Article
13.
Signature and certification of documents


Contracts, documents or other instruments in writing requiring a signature of the Congress shall be signed by and two (2) of the President, Vice-President and Treasurer.  In the absence of any two (2) of the foregoing members, the Secretary will be a signatoree.  All contracts, documents and instruments in writing so signed, shall be binding upon the Congress without further authorization or formality.


The terms “contract, documents, or any instrument in writing” as used herein, shall include deeds, mortgages, charges, conveyances, transfers and assignments of property, real or personal agreements, releases, receipts and discharges for the payment of money or other obligations, conveyances, transfers or assignments of ‘stocks, bonds or other securities and all paper writings’.

Article
14
It is the unalterable provision of this bylaw, that members of the Congress shall have no interest in the property and assets of the Congress, and that upon dissolution or winding up of Congress, any funds and assets of the Congress remaining, after satisfaction of its debts and liabilities, shall be distributed to the non-profit organizations in the area whose objects most closely accord with those of this Congress as determined by its members at dissolution.

Article
15
RESCLUTIONS AND AMENDMENTS

15:1
For all purposes of the Congress “Extraordinary Resolutions” shall be any resolution of Congress requiring adoption by three fifths (3/5) majority vote of the Congress members present at any special or general meeting of the members of the Congress.
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Article
15
RESCLUTIONS AND AMENDMENTS   (... continued)

15:2
Any resolution of the Congress other than an Extra-ordinary Resolution, shall be deemed adopted if the majority of members of the Congress present at a special or general meeting vote in favour of such a Resolution.


15:3
The bylaws of the Congress may be amended at a special or general meeting of council by three fifths (3/5) majority vote of the members of the Congress present at a special or general meeting.


15:4
The Board or any ten (10) members may submit for adoption, an amendment or amendments to this bylaw to any special or general meeting provided that a copy of the amendments are circulated to members along with the notice of the special or general meeting at least two (2) weeks prior to the date of which such a meeting is to be held.

	Dated
	11th
	Day of
	April
	A.D. 1982


	
	
	PER:
	Beryle Jones
	PRESIDENT

	
	
	PER:
	Lisa Hackett
	SECRETARY

	
	
	PER:
	June James
	DIRECTOR
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