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Cultural Awareness Workshop

Tuesday, February 22, 2011

Congress of Black Women of Canada
Manitoba Chapter
Facilitator: Mavis McLaren
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Who started it all? Why are we

Carter G. Woodson Jean Augustine
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Purpose

To provide a context for the presence of Black people
in North America

To provide some information about historical events,
places and people that you may not have heard much
about to date

To allow for an understanding of the backdrop b
[ A T & O AAUBO AEAI 1t/
our soc1ety
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The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade

Slavery a fact of human history

mid-1440s: start of European slave-trading in Africa by
the Portuguese

From what is now modern-day Mauritania

1462: Portuguese colony in the Cape Verde Islands is
founded; this becomes an important way-station in
the slave trade

1470s: Spanish merchants begin to trade in slaves™




Columbus, Cabot &Ferdinand
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Power Differential
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The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade

Movement of people in vast numbers to the New
World --- both what is now the United States of
America and the Caribbean

The islands of Cuba, Barbados, Haiti, Jamaica are
major sites of sugar plantations

Further movement of ex-slaves to Central and Sgfith.
America and other Caribbean islands
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Who were the Slaves?

At the time of the start of the slave trade, Africa was
home to many diverse and powerful kingdoms

Mali, Songhay, Benin, Asante
Wealth built on mining gold
Ghana

City of Timbuktu was a major commercial centre
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The Middle Passage

After waiting weeks, months or longer in dungeon-like
OAEAAOT OEAGS 11 OEA Al AGOR
ships, literally like sardines

An estimated 20 million people were taken from their
homes

Very high mortality rates




The Slave Ship

* The most notorious image of those ships is the diagram of the Brookes
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QUESTION ?

WAS THERE SLAVERY IN
CANADA?
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The NewWorld & Y I y I [

1541: third voyage of Jacques Cartier: establishment of
the first French colony in the New World (close to
modern-day Québec City)

1685: Code Noir established by King Louis XIV which
permitted slavery in the West Indies and was used in
customary law in New France

1709: Formal authorization of slavery in
New France







= X/

"~ CANADA and HAITI

Searching for freedom
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IN SEARCH OF FREEDOM

Ol T E 1T £ .--ACtaal dAcrdent/book housed
in three places: Kew, England; Washington, D.C;
Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Lists the names of Black passengers leaving US for
Canada on British ships (and an award-winning Book
by Lawrence Hill)




IN SEARCH OF FREEDOM

* 1793: Lieutenant-Governor John Graves Simcoe (first
L-G of Upper Canada), introduces an anti-slavery bill

which was a gradual move to a total ban
* Similar movements to abolish slavery also arose in

Lower Canada
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UNDERGROUND RAILROAD

ol 11 T U xAU O #AIl AAA
That cold and distant land

The dire effects of slavery

| can no longer stand---

Farewell, old master,

$1 160 AT I A AEOAO i
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Where coloured men are free!







LIFE IN CANADA

| Slow inclusion in Canadian life, e.g. formal

.'. acceptance of Blacks into the Canadian

| Armed Services during WWII,
but with some segregated troops

1911: Alberta imposes tighter immigration
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Human Rights Action

1944: Viola Desmond case in New Glasgow, Nova
Scotia

1954: refusal of restaurant service in Dresden, Ontario

196 2: reform of Canadads |
elimination of racial discrimination
1971:. Multicultural policy introduced




ACHIEVEMENTS
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Remembers the Life and
Legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
s (1929-1968)
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EMANCIPATION
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1833: The Imperial Act of the British Parliament

abolished slavery in throughout the British Colonies
effective August 1, 1834

1851: Formation of the Canadian Anti-Slavery Society
. AAA 11 AOEAAT EEOOI OUR19651 Al C
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LEGACY OF SLAVERY

Still evident today:
Stereotypes/fear/lack of opportunity
Socio-economic situation

Influences of African-American culture and
experience

BUT:

Black Canadians fully a part of Canadian life --- artsww
culture, politics, sports, academia, professions, /;

past Governor-General
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Descendants of American and Canadian slaves

Immigrants from the Caribbean (also descendants
of slaves)

Immigrants from African and other countries

Refugees from African and other countries




BLACKS IN CANADA
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CANADIAN SOCIETY

2011 and here we are in a very vibrant multicultural
society.

However, there still linger some myths about the
people of colour we interact with on a daily basis.




We know that Blacks have been in Canada over four

hundred years and have been a part of many important
| EI AOOI'T AO EI #Al AAAGO EEC

Other groups have also been involved and have not
given their true place in the history books.




=

—— -
=

Arrival in Canada

The first recorded person of African heritage to set
foot in what would become Canada arrived on our
shores some 400 years ago.

It is believed that, in 1604, Mathieu Da Costa arrived
with the French explorers Pierre Du Gua De Monts
and Samuel de Champlain.

Da Costa, a free man, worked as an interpreter,
POl OEAET C Al EI OAl OAA
encountered by the Europeans. 8




Mathieu
Da Costa

First

Canadian
Black Man
1604
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SLAVERY IN CANADA (1628-1793)

Slavery existed in Canada from 1628 until it was
abolished in Upper Canada in 1793 and throughout the
entire British Empire in 1833.

The first known slave, taken from. Olivier LeJeune,
was recorded in 1628. He was brought to Canada from
MadagascarAfrica as a young child of 7 years and given
the name of one of his owners a clerk and then ==

a priest.
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~ SLAVERY IN CANADA (628-173)

Olivier Lejeune: 7 years old when brought from Africa
and sold
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1779 Join the British Cause

In 1779, in an effort to win the War of American
Independence (1775-1783), the British invited all Black
men, Women and children to join the British cause
and win their freedom for doing so. Many accepted
the invitation, and as a result 10 percent of the United

Empire Loyalists coming into the Maritimes were
Black.
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Abolition Act 1793

In 1793, the Abolition Act was passed in Upper Canada,
now known as Ontario. This law freed slaves aged 25
and over and made it illegal to bring slaves into Upper
Canada. Consequently, Upper Canada became a safe
haven for runaway slaves.

The Abolition Act also made Canada the first
jurisdiction in the British Empire to move toward the
abolition of slavery.




Black Families in Canada

NOVA SCOT @ MUSEUM




During the War of 1812, The Coloured Corps fought in
the Battle of Queenstown Heights, a decisive
engagement with the Americans. The Corps had been
established thanks to Richard PierPoint, a Black
loyalist and true Canadian hero.
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The achievements & contribution of Black Canadians and all Blacks
around the world have played a significant role in our daily lives.

Dr.Martin Luther King Jr, said
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The story goes of a mother who set out to teach her child Black History
but the child soon finds out that even before he leaves hgme many

OEET CO Ol Al _AAZL OA OEA OOED xAOA
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heating in the home & light. These in a nutshell are only a few. There
were so many other thlngs that we take for granted you can find a¥dtiy:
more on the web under Black history.




Questions? Comments?







